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~ Life Overview
.




O Birth and Childhood (1899, Oak Park)

Hemingway was born in a middle-class family in Oak Park, a suburb
of Chicago. His father was a doctor and his mother a music teacher.
The family environment was filled with an atmosphere of art and
science; his father often took him on outdoor activities such as

hunting and fishing, which shaped his love for nature and adventure.

L

® Family Background

® Growi ng Environment

He spent his childhood mainly at a cottage by the shores of Walloon
Lake, where he had access to many picture books and animal
cartoons, which cultivated his early interest in literature. His mother

wanted him to study music, but he inherited his father’s love for

outdoor activities. This conflict later appeared in his works as a

combination of toughness and tenderness. 1899 — 1961



0 WWI Experience and journalistic Career

® \\ounded in Battle

At the age of 18, he went to the Italian front as a Red Cross ambulance driver. He was hit by a
bomb at Fossalta, suffering more than two hundred wounds and serious injuries to both legs.

This experience became the source of A Farewell to Arms, and he was awarded the Italian Cross
of War Merit.

® |ntroduction to Journalistic Writing

After the war, he worked as a cub reporter for the Kansas City Star, where he learned the
writing rule of “using short sentences, short paragraphs, and vigorous English”, which laid the
foundation for his signature “telegraphic style”. He actively followed the scenes of violent events,
and this observation of trauma deeply influenced his literary themes.

®Career as a war correspondent

He reported on the Greek-Turkish War, the Spanish Civil War, and World War 11, and was
injured many times, undergoing a total of thirteen operations. During the Spanish Civil War, he
supported the Republican side; this period gave birth to For Whom the Bell Tolls, and he also
secretly took part in intelligence work.



[0 Late Life and Suicide (1961)

@Worsening health

® For a long time, he suffered from high blood pressure,
diabetes, and depression. Electric shock treatment caused
memory loss and severely affected his ability to write. After
finishing The Old Man and the Sea, he fell into a creative
block, and his inability to continue writing deepened his
mental crisis.

0 Died by suicide (shot himself)

® He Kkilled himself with a hunting gun at his home in
Idaho. His family had a history of suicide: his father and
sister also took their own lives. The manner of his death
formed a tragic echo with the theme of “a hard man
facing despair” in his works, making it one of the most
shocking departures in American literary history.
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~ Major Works
"
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® Simple writing
style,

® perfect example
of the “Iceberg

Theory”
_ Y Y
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®The old fisherman
Santiago is a classic
“hard man” character

®Famous line: “A man
can be destroyed but

The Old Man and the Sea Pulitzer Prize (1953) and Nobel Prize (1954)
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® Praised by the
Swedish
Academy for
showing “eternal

not defeated”

J

courage”
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The Sun Also Rises and A Farewell to Arms

KE—RHNES [ S FRIEESE

A Farewell to Arms

® Based on his own WWI
experience

® Combining love and War to
criticize the crue t}[
meaninglessness of war
® Tra ic ending and sim
dial 0 ue influenced la er war
literature.

B The Sun Also Rises
Defining the “Lost Generation”

® Showing how war destroyed youn
people’s spirits

® An earlﬁ masterpiece that
established Hemlngway S
reputation

4 A B

® Women like Brett Ashley and

Catherine show compleXity ® Using first-person point of
and independence. view and fragmented scenes

® Showing Hemingway’s early o Inﬂuenu later modern
interest'in gender issues fiction and new journalism

SRRl
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Literary Style and Influence




O The Creation of a “Journalistic” Novel Style
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Influenced by his journalistic career, Hemingway abandoned
unnecessary decoration. He used short sentences, active voice, and
concrete nouns to build his text. The precise descriptions in The Old
Man and the Sea, such as “the line sang”, form a highly tense “zero-
degree writing” style.

7KL I SRR

He believed in leaving out subjective explanation and presenting
only the surface of events, as in the dialogue in The Killers, allowing
readers to dig for deeper meaning themselves. This aesthetic
principle of “one-eighth visible” became the golden rule of modern
short stories.

Hemingway combined the objectivity of journalism, the conciseness
of poetry, and the fictionality of the novel. His representative work
In Our Time, with chapter-like war sketches, redefined the boundary
between fiction and nonfiction.



O Iceberg Theory and Simple Style
FigSETRINZA

® Showing only one-eighth of the story
® The rest is left for readers to discover.
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® Example from The Old Man and the Sea: o Avoid.ing direct emotional dfescription;
“The line sang” ® Meaning comes through action and

dialogue.



[0 Leader of the "Lost Gene

ration”

O Influence on 20th Century Literature
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o the spiritual emptiness after WWI
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® Through very simple dialogue and action, suggesting
complex emotions
® a typical literary expression of the “Lost Generation”

EER R IT R .
® Affected writers like Norman Mailer, Joan Didion,
Raymond Carver
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Family Tragedy — The Hemingway Curse
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O Suicides in the Family

® Father Clarence Hemingway: ® Sister Ursula: Overdosed on pills in
Shot himself in 1928 due to 1966 because of cancer and depression
depression and money
problems

FERFARHBER

® Brother Leicester: Shot himself in 1982
due to drinking and depression



O Mental lliness in the Family

XS RKERRI
SRR A R SRR R,
IR A AR AR
BT, RASHEIGIEDR,

BB E =R KRS
SRR L ST IR
2, HQF. RIS

%, ERIREEAEMA.

B 5 00 | K e [P ] R
KRBT T S BIR A AT
INSIIREREES, RS R ek

PO B R




0 Unnatural Deaths of Later Generations
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Personal Life & Personality




O Four Marriages
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O Hard Man Image and Adventure Spirit
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Green Hills of Africa
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The Sun Also Rises.
The Old Man and the Sea




O Depression and Writing

® Emotional Depth and Motivation
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® \Writing as Self-Healing
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® Effect on Writing Pace
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~ Legacy and Reception




O Works Listed Among "20th Century Best English Novels™

The Old Man and the Sea
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The Sun Also Rises
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O Cultural Symbol and Legacy

B Heroes like Santiago
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B Iceberg Theory
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B American Dream
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