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About the Poet




1. About the Poet

® Role: One of the most influential English war poets
of the 20th century

® Known for: Realistic, often anti-war poetry

® Style: A Blend of lyrical beauty and harsh reality

B Sassoon’s war experiences deeply influenced

his poetry, but this poem reflects his inner
psychological landscape beyond war.

Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967)



Notable works:

The Old Huntsman: pastoral, nostalgia
Counter-Attack: satire, anti-war

The Heart’s Journey: inner peace, paradox
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2. Historical & Literary Context

® Time of writing: 1920s (post-WWTI)

® Era: Modernist period in literature

® Key themes of the time: Fragmentation of self,
disillusionment, psychological introspection

® Sassoon’s context: After public anti-war protest, he
was hospitalized, where he met Wilfred Owen.
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Wilfred Owen(1893-1918)



Modernist Themes in Post-WW!I Literature
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Disillusionment
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Poem Text
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In me, past, present, future meet

In me, past, present, future meet
To hold long chiding conference.
My lusts usurp the present tense
And strangle Reason in his seat.
My loves leap through the future’s fence

To dance with dream-enfranchised feet.

In me the cave-man clasps the seer,
And garlanded Apollo goes
Chanting to Abraham’s deaf ear.

In me the tiger sniffs the rose.

Look in my heart, kind friends, and tremble,

Since there your elements assemble.
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3. Language Points

1) chiding (adj./n.) F{&. Fi

meeting inside the speaker.

* Definition: scolding; expressing disapproval or blame in a mild but persistent way
* In the poem: The past, present, and future are personified as holding a quarrelsome or scolding

2) conference (n.) <=i¥. Tt

* Definition: a formal meeting for discussion

* In the poem: The three times gather like people in a debate, arguing within the speaker.
3) lusts (n., plural) FRZIFIAE

* Definition: strong desires or appetites (often but not always sexual)

* In the poem: Refers to uncontrolled, greedy desires that try to take over the present moment.

4) usurp (v.) EH3F. FH (XA ETE SRR AR

* Definition: to take power or position illegally or by force
* In the poem: Desire forcibly seizes the present tense from reason.
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E‘y 5) strangle (v.) $u5t. #FE

* Definition: to kill by squeezing the throat; to suppress violently
* In the poem: Desire violently kills Reason, who sits on a throne.

6) leap (v.) BkER. BRIt

* Definition: to jump high or far
* In the poem: Love jumps over the fence of the future — it refuses to be limited by time.

7) fence (n.) M=, HE. FLE

* Definition: a barrier or boundary (often made of wood or wire)
* In the poem: Symbolizes the limits of the future that love can cross.

8) enfranchised (adj., in “dream-enfranchised”) #J&F B HEI. REBFIK (JREH enfranchise,
R4 THRENE A RBFD

* Definition: given freedom or rights (originally the right to vote).
* In the poem: Feet are freed by dreams so they can dance. The speaker creates this compound word.
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9) cave-man (n.) FEAN. JRIEA

* Definition: a prehistoric human who lived in caves; a primitive, rough person.

* In the poem: Represents the brutal, irrational, primitive side of human nature
10) clasps (v.) Fi8. #ifE. 4

* Definition: holds tightly; grips firmly.

11) seer (n.) SGHl. WE R

* In the poem: The cave-man grips the seer tightly — brute force controls wisdom.

* Definition: a prophet; someone who can see the future.

12) garlanded (adj.) BETEIH)

* In the poem: Symbolizes wisdom and foresight, but here it is powerless, held by the cave-man.

* Definition: decorated with a wreath of flowers or leaves.

* In the poem: Apollo (god of reason) wears a garland of ivy (symbol of Dionysus, god of passion)
— reason is mixed with emotion.



13) Apollo (proper n.) FIZ', 7 iS5 o B9 RHAH

* Definition: Greek god of the sun, reason, order, music, and prophecy.

* In the poem: Represents rationality, light, and order. Here he is garlanded — reason has
been softened by passion.

14) chanting (v. present participle) IS8, RERIE (JUIEFHEBAAER)D
* Definition: singing or reciting in a repetitive, rhythmic way (often religious).
* In the poem: Apollo sings repeatedly to Abraham, but Abraham cannot hear.

15) Abraham (proper n.) VAR ZFE, (EX&-HAY A, MARANREEHE
* Definition: the biblical patriarch, father of the Jewish people.

* In the poem: Represents religious origin and humanity’s covenant with God. He is deaf to
Apollo — religion cannot hear reason.

16) sniffs (v.) (FI&T) R, [H

* Definition: breathes in through the nose to smell something.

* In the poem: The tiger gently smells the rose — violence and tenderness coexist peacefully.
This is the gentlest verb in the poem.



17) tremble (v.) Bi$l. ERZE. KF

* Definition: to shake slightly, usually from fear, cold, or strong emotion.
* In the poem: The speaker tells his friend: “Look into my heart and tremble” — not from
terror, but from recognition of shared human complexity.

18) elements (n., plural) JGE- 5~ HREER

* Definition: basic parts or ingredients that something is made of.

etc. The friend’s heart has the same elements.

19) assemble (v.) K&E. £&5. 42

* In the poem: The opposite qualities inside a person — desire/reason, violence/tenderness,
b/
Definition: to gather or come together.

* In the poem: These elements gather together inside a person to form their true nature.
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31’ 4. Close Reading

In me, past, present, future meet

To hold long chiding conference.

» The speaker declares that the three time dimensions coexist within him, and they are not at
peace—they argue and blame one another in a prolonged, conflicted conference.

My lusts usurp the present tense

And strangle Reason in his seat.

» Raw desires seize total control of the present moment, violently strangling Reason, who sits
helplessly in his own seat of authority.

My Iloves leap through the future’s fence

To dance with dream-enfranchised feet.

> Love and idealism leap over the barrier of the future, dancing freely in a realm liberated by

dreams, unbound by present reality.
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In me the cave-man clasps the seer,

And garlanded Apollo goes
Chanting to Abraham’s deaf ear.
» Primitive instinct and higher vision embrace each other within him. Apollo sings
beautifully, but Abraham—representing obedient faith—cannot hear him, showing
how different spiritual traditions coexist without truly understanding one another.

In me the tiger sniffs the rose.
» The ferocious tiger gently smells the delicate rose—
violence and beauty, strength and fragility meet
not in conflict but in quiet coexistence.

Look in my heart, kind friends, and tremble,

Since there your elements assemble.
» The poet invites us to look into his heart—not as a spectacle, but as a mirror. We

should tremble because we will see our own conflicting primal forces gathered
chaotically in the same space.



5. Poetic Form

12-line poem, irregular rhyme scheme (ABABCCB
DEDE FF)
® Rhyme pattern:

> First stanza: meet / conference / tense / seat / fence
/ feet— ABABCCB

» Second stanza: seer / goes / ear / rose — DEDE
» Final couplet: tremble / assemble — FF

® Meter: Iambic tetrameter with variations

® Tone: introspective, paradoxical, dramatic

(RAM . FHEE. KEIE)




03

Key Devices




6. Poetic Techniques in Focus
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Personification:
Reason is “strangled” — intellectual control is overpowered
Lusts “usurp the present” — desires dominate

Metaphor:
“My loves leap through the future’s fence” — hope transcends boundaries

Allusion:

Apollo: god of art, order, civilization
Abraham: patriarch of faith, tradition
Cave-man: primal instinct

Juxtaposition:
Primitive vs. civilized, instinct vs. intellect, past vs. future
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Key Line Analysis




In me the tiger sniffs the rose
® Metaphors:

» Tiger: primal power, danger, instinct
> Rose: beauty, fragility, civilization, love

> “Sniffs” — gentle curiosity, not attack

® Analysis:

> The animalistic and the aesthetic coexist within
one self

» Violence and tenderness are not mutually
exclusive

» A moment of harmony between opposing forces
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7.Yin-Yang in Chinese Culture
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Theme 1 — The Multiplicity of Self (The self contains contradictory forces.)
Past (instinct, memory), present (desire, reason), future (hope, aspiration) coexist.
Internal “conference” suggests conflict, but also coexistence.

Sassoon presents identity not as unified, but as a site of tension.

Theme 2 — The Conflict Between Instinct and Reason

“My lusts usurp the present tense / And strangle Reason in his seat”

Instinct (lusts) overpowers Reason in the present moment.

Loves (higher aspirations) leap into the future.

This tension reflects the human struggle between base desires and higher ideals.

Theme 3 — The Union of Opposites
“In me the cave-man clasps the seer” — primitive man and prophet embrace

The poem suggests that opposites are not just in conflict, but are intimately
connected.



